[INSERT YOUR NAME]
[INSERT YOUR ADDRESS]

XXXX MP
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
Sent via email to: XXXX

Subject: Amend the Courts and Tribunals Bill   


Dear [NAME],

As your constituent, I am writing [or writing again] to raise my serious concerns about the Government’s Courts and Tribunals Bill, and to ask you to support amendments that will have a meaningful impact on tackling the backlog and restoring our criminal justice system. 

As a practising barrister I share the Government’s concerns about delays in the Crown Court and the impact this has on complainants, witnesses and defendants. 

However, despite the Lord Chancellor’s claim, which is disputed by the Institute for Government analysis, curtailing jury trial will not resolve the backlog. Restricting the right to trial by jury, along with other measures in the Bill, risks undermining public trust in the criminal justice system and will consume resources without bearing down on the backlog.

[ADD any personal experiences or views]

The Courts and Tribunals Bill as introduced proposes substantial, unnecessary, and untested reforms to our criminal justice system that will not deal with the underlying issues that cause delay. 

What you can do, as my elected representative, is support amendments to the Bill by signing your name to them. These amendments will improve the criminal justice system without restricting the right to a jury trial.

As your constituent, I would like you to support Charlotte Nichols MP’s New Clause 2. This will establish specialist courts for sexual offences and domestic abuse cases – to be heard by a specialist judge and a jury, and to prioritise cases where a defendant is bailed.

Charlotte Nichols MP said at the Second Reading debate, “experiences like mine have been weaponised and are being used for rhetorical misdirection in relation to what this Bill actually is.” I am asking you to join many of your parliamentary colleagues by supporting New Clause 2.

I would also like you to support Kim Johnson MP’s New Clause 1, which increases the incentive for entering a guilty plea. 

Sir Brian Levson, in Part 2 of his Review, called for “an increase of the discount for the earliest guilty plea”. Kim Johnson’s New Clause 1 will put Sir Brian’s recommendation in the Bill, where the Government left it out, and create a meaningful incentive for guilty pleas where they are appropriate and reduce the number of trials. 

I, along with my representative body the Bar Council, the Criminal Bar Association, and the Circuit Leaders across England and Wales, support these measures, and hope you will help tackle the backlog and restore trust in our criminal justice system by supporting New Clause 1 and New Clause 2 by signing your name to them as soon as possible.

Yours sincerely,

[NAME/SIGNATURE]

