[INSERT YOUR NAME]
[INSERT YOUR ADDRESS]

XXXX MP
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
Sent via email to: XXXX

Subject: Please oppose restrictions to jury trials 


Dear [NAME],

As your constituent, I am writing [or writing again] to raise my serious concerns about the Government’s Courts and Tribunals Bill, and to ask you to oppose plans to curtail jury trials. Instead, I want to see changes and investment that will have a meaningful impact on tackling the court backlogs to restore our criminal justice system. 

As a practising barrister I share the Government’s concerns about delays in the Crown Court and the impact this has on complainants, witnesses and defendants. 

However, despite the Lord Chancellor’s claim, which is disputed by Institute for Government analysis, curtailing jury trials will not resolve the backlog. Restricting the right to trial by jury, along with other measures in the bill, risks undermining public trust in the criminal justice system and will consume resources without bearing down on the backlog.

[ADD any personal experiences or views]

The Courts and Tribunals Bill proposes substantial, unnecessary, and untested reforms to our criminal justice system that will not deal with the underlying issues that cause delay. 

When the bill comes back to the House of Commons for report stage, what you can do, as my elected representative, is support amendments that will improve the criminal justice system without restricting the right to a jury trial.

During committee stage, the Bar Council and the Criminal Bar Association supported amendments to the bill that would remove proposals for single-judge trials and would introduce specialist courts for sexual offences and domestic abuse cases – to be heard by a specialist judge and a jury. 
 
Barristers know from initiatives in a number of Crown Courts that this approach will work.

The Bar also supports measures to create meaningful incentives for early guilty pleas, where they are appropriate, to reduce the number of trials. This approach was supported by Sir Brian Leveson in part 2 of his review of the criminal courts.  

It’s not too late to rethink the approach to the criminal courts and focus on what works. I hope you will support this position.

Yours sincerely,

[NAME/SIGNATURE]

