[INSERT YOUR NAME]
[INSERT YOUR ADDRESS]

XXXX MP
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
Sent via email to: XXXX

Subject: Government plan to restrict jury trials in England and Wales


Dear [NAME],

As your constituent, I am writing [or writing again] to raise my serious concerns about the Government’s plans to restrict the right to elect for jury trial for offences that attract sentences of up to three years.

As a practising barrister I share the Government’s concerns about delays in the Crown Court and the impact this has on complainants, witnesses and defendants. But juries are not the cause of the backlog – which is now close to 80,000 cases. 

[ADD any personal experiences or views on the importance of jury trials – ideally those impacted by 3-year sentences]

The Government’s proposal to curtail jury trials is based on little evidence. The Lord Chancellor himself has acknowledged that this proposal “will only see the numbers starting to fall by the next general election”. 

New research by the Institute for Government has revealed that the proposal for judge-only trials would only save 2% of court time. Please do not support the erosion of a deeply entrenched constitutional principle for negligible gain.  

Sir Brian Leveson has now published Part 2 of his report, which includes detailed recommendations for tackling inefficiencies in the system, many of which are in line with the proposals submitted by the Bar Council and Criminal Bar Association. In particular, I support measures to ensure defendants are delivered to the dock on time, better use of technology, and the call to future-proof the system with “sustained and strategic investment in services, people, infrastructure and technology”.   

Instead of wasting precious time and resources on new legislation to curtail jury trials, the Government should be rebuilding our overstretched and resource-starved justice system. 

I strongly support the views of my representative body, the Bar Council, as well as the Criminal Bar Association and the circuit leaders across England and Wales.

As my local MP, I ask you to please voice my concerns by:

· Writing to the Lord Chancellor and Deputy Prime Minister, Rt Hon David Lammy MP 
· Raising these issues in Parliament, including through oral questions, PQs, and debates 

Yours sincerely,

[NAME/SIGNATURE]
 

