[INSERT YOUR NAME]
[INSERT YOUR ADDRESS]

XXXX MP
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
Sent via email to: XXXX

Subject: Please oppose the Government’s plans to restrict jury trials in England and Wales


Dear [NAME],

As your constituent, I am writing to you to highlight the threat our justice system is facing following the Lord Chancellor’s announcement on 2 December that the government plans to restrict the right to elect for jury trial in either-way offences that attract sentences of up to three years.

I am a [ADD your practice area] barrister and am very concerned that curtailing jury trials are based on little evidence, will erode a deeply entrenched constitutional principle and crucially not make a difference to the current Crown Court backlog of 78,329 cases. The Lord Chancellor himself has acknowledged that this proposal ‘will only see the numbers starting to fall by the next general election’. 

[ADD any personal experiences or views on the importance of jury trials – ideally those impacted by 3 year sentences]

Instead, attention needs to be focused on rebuilding our overstretched and resource starved justice system. We need urgent investment to address the inefficiencies in the system so that criminal trials are no longer delayed by crumbling court buildings, courtrooms sitting empty due to the cap on the number of days courts can ‘sit’, or the failure of prisoner transport to bring defendants to court on time. 

I strongly support the views of my representative body, the Bar Council, as well as the Criminal Bar Association and the Circuit leaders across England and Wales.

As my local MP, I would like to you to voice my concern by:

· Writing to the Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice and Deputy Prime Minister Rt Hon David Lammy MP 
· Raising this issue in Parliament (through Oral Questions, PQs, and debates etc)


Yours sincerely,

[NAME/SIGNATURE]
 

