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Dear Mr. Pasha, 

 

The Bar Council of England and Wales (‘BCEW’) is concerned by recent announcements 

made by the District Bar Association of Gujranwala and the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bar 

Council in relation to Ahmadi Muslim lawyers.  

 

District Bar Association of Gujranwala and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council 

 

We note the announcement made on 7 March 2023, by the District Bar Association of 

Gujranwala, in respect of a new requirement for any individual seeking admittance to the 

Bar of Pakistan, in Gujranwala.  We reference a copy below. 

 

We understand that the notice requires any applicant to positively assert that they are 

Muslim and to denounce the teachings of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community and 

specifically its founder, Mirza Ghulam Ahmad. This notice was issued following a 

resolution being passed in the General House on 23 February 2023. 

 

A substantially similar notice was issued by the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council on 3 May 

2023.  Again, we reference a copy below. 

 

The intent of these notices would appear to be as follows. They single out a specific part of 

the population by forcing Ahmadi Muslims to denounce their founder. This will stop 
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Ahmadi Muslims from being called to the relevant Bar Council and Association and may 

also prevent an applicant from any religious or non-religious background other than Islam 

from being able to do the same. This may also restrict the rights of those already called to 

the Bar.  

 

The Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan rightly enshrines the principles of 

religious freedom and equality before the law, irrespective of background. The new 

requirements in Gujranwala and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are expressly discriminatory and 

violate these constitutional principles. Such requirements would also undermine basic 

principles including those set out in the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers. 

 

The Bar Council of England and Wales is concerned about the impact of this requirement 

on the Pakistani Bar as well as the wider justice system. If the barristers’ profession is not 

open to all, irrespective of religion and background, it suggests that the justice system as a 

whole is discriminatory. All appropriately qualified individuals seeking to be called to the 

Bar should be able to do so without discrimination on religious grounds. 

 

The Bar Council of England and Wales asks the Pakistan Bar Council to duly consider the 

two notices and take the necessary action required to remedy the constitutional and 

discriminatory issues that arise.     

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick Vineall KC  

Chair of the Bar 

 

 

CC  Punjab Bar Council via mit@pbbarcouncil.com  

Sindh Bar Council via admin@sindhbarcouncil.org 

 KP Bar Council via support@kpbarcouncil.com 

 Supreme Court of Pakistan via mail@supremecourt.gov.pk  

 The Supreme Court Bar Association, Pakistan via info@scbap.com 

 High Court Bar Association, Pakistan via judges.library@lhc.gov.pk 

 

Encs. Enclosure 1: Scan of Khatm e Nabuwat Pamphlet with English translation 

Enclosure 2: Scan of the “Finality of Prophethood” Circular of The Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council with English translation 
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Enclosure 1: Scan of Khatm e Nabuwat Pamphlet with English translation provided by the 

International Human Rights Committee, reference: IHRC/PR/150323/3 15 March 2023  
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Enclosure 2: Scan of the “Finality of Prophethood” Circular of The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Bar Council with English translation provided by the International Human Rights 

Committee, reference: IHRC/PR/060523/2 06 May 2023 
 

 
 


