[image: ][image: ]Section A – Personal details
Title: ……... Forename(s): …………………………………………...
Surname: …………………………………………...
Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………
                 ………………………………………………………………………………………...
Postcode: ………………………………
Telephone: ……………………………
E-mail: …………………………………………….

Section B – Details of training
Name of educational institution: ……………………………………………………………...
If you are in pupillage/hold an offer of pupillage please confirm the name of the Authorised Education and Training Organisation or Chambers: …………….…………….…………….…………………….
Address of educational institution, AETO or Chambers: …………….…………….…………….…………………………….…………………
                 …………….…………….…………….……………………………………………….
Postcode: ……………………
Name of course: …………….…………….…………….………………………………………
Name of Supervisor/Academic Supervisor: …………….…………….…………….……….
Position in organisation: …………….…………….…………….……………………………...
Telephone: …………….…………….………….……… 
Email: ………………………………


Applicants are to complete Sections A, B, and D.
Section C is to be completed by your Pupil/Academic Supervisor.

Please write/type in block (capital) letters to complete the form.  

Completed forms must be returned no later than 17:00 on Monday 11 October 2021 to LawReform@BarCouncil.org.uk with the essay that is being submitted. 
Please note that we will not accept essays that are received past the deadline.  
2021 Law Reform Essay Competition
Application Form

[image: ][image: ]Please specify the word count of the essay you are submitting: .…….…Section D - Confirmation
(See Rule 3)
I confirm that the essay I am submitting to the Law Reform Essay Competition 2021 is my sole creation and original work. I have read and understood the attached guidance on plagiarism.
Signature: …………………...…….… Date: ………………...
Please tick the practice area to which your essay most relates:
Criminal  [image: ] , Civil [image: ] , Intellectual Property [image: ] , Public Law (including parliamentary, administrative and constitutional law), Human Rights  [image: ], Financial [image: ] , International/EU [image: ] , Family [image: ], Medical Negligence/Personal Injury [image: ], Employment [image: ], Chancery/Commercial  [image: ] 
Other (please specify): …………………...…….…



Section C – Authorisation
To be signed by the Supervisor/Academic Supervisor

I confirm that the entrant named above is entitled to submit an entry to the Bar Council Law Reform Essay Competition 2021 as *(tick as appropriate)
(a) being in pupillage [image: ],
(b) having an offer of pupillage [image: ], 
(c) undertaking the academic or vocational stage of training for the Bar [image: ], or 
(d) actively seeking pupillage having completed the Bar Professional Training Course within the last five years [image: ].
Signature: …………………………………. Date: ……………………………………...
                     Name: ………………………………….
2021 Law Reform Essay Competition

Please specify how you heard about the Law Reform Essay Competition:
……………………………………………………………………..
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The Rules
1. When the essay is submitted and at the date of the close of the competition, the applicant must satisfy one or more of the following criteria: 

[bookmark: _Hlk71795234]a) A person who is undertaking a pupillage, as defined in the Bar Qualification Manual of the Bar Standards Board (see Section 4A in particular), which is registered with the Bar Standards Board.  Please note: Pupils undertaking a third six pupillage or probationary tenancy are not eligible. Those who commence tenancy whilst the essay competition is open (i.e. before the deadline has closed) will not be eligible to enter and their entry will not progress further if it has already been submitted.   

b) A person who holds an offer of such a pupillage registered in the years 2021-2023.  

c) A person who: 
i. is undertaking the academic component of training for the Bar. This means currently study for a degree in law or undertaking the Graduate Diploma in Law course (or other conversion course) during the academic session 2020/21, or will be doing so during the academic session 2021/22.  The academic component must be a law degree that satisfies the academic component of Bar training (see Sections 2A and 2B here) ahead of undertaking the vocational component of training for the Bar.  The applicant must also have a settled intention to become a practising member of the Bar of England and Wales; or

ii. is undertaking the vocational component of training for the Bar with an Authorised Education and Training Organisation during the academic session 2020/21 or will be doing so during the academic session 2021/22; or

iii. is in the process of transferring to the Bar, as demonstrated by (for example) completion of, or enrolment on, the Bar Transfer Test.

iv. is undertaking an integrated academic and vocational course with an Authorised Education and Training Organisation as recognised by the Bar Standards Board, during the academic session 2020/21, or will be doing so during the academic session 2021/22 with a settled intention to become a practising member of the Bar of England and Wales.

d) A person who is actively seeking pupillage and are eligible to do pupillage having completed the Bar Professional Training Course within the last five years.

 




[image: ][image: ]Please note: 

· Law degrees and GDL courses must comply with the Bar Standards Board’s requirements; please refer to the Bar Standards Board website 
(www.barstandardsboard.org.uk/training-qualification/bar-qualification-manual.html).
· Master’s degrees (other than the GDL) do not automatically form part of the academic component of training for the Bar, unless it is combined with the academic or vocational component. Accordingly, undertaking a Master’s degree does not render a person eligible to enter.

[bookmark: _Hlk71819623]2. Essays should identify and make the case for a law reform that is desirable, practical and useful. Essays must be about a reform to English, Welsh or European law. The proposed reform presented in the essay can be legislative or a proposal to a reform to English common law.

3. Essays must be of no more than 3000 words in the body of the essay (excluding references and footnotes), typed in arial size 12 and in double line spacing. Essays should be submitted either in a Word document or as a pdf by email to LawReform@BarCouncil.org.uk and must include a word count. Handwritten essays will not be accepted. A bibliography is not required though there must be clear citation using footnotes/references.  Please see the plagiarism section for more information.  Essays that are more than 3000 words will not be accepted.
The title of the essay must be included on the submitted essay but the applicant’s name must not be included on the essay.  The essays are kept anonymised for marking and separated from the application forms.   

4. The essay must be the sole creation and original work of the entrant. The essay must not have been submitted to this or any other essay competition in previous years. Entrants must not submit an essay which is in substance the same as one submitted in a previous year. Guidance on plagiarism is attached; any form of plagiarism will result in automatic disqualification. An essay may be a reworked piece of the entrant’s course work or an extension of a journal or article written by the entrant provided that it was originally the sole creation of the entrant. 

2021 Law Reform Essay Competition
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5. Entries must be approved by the entrant’s Pupil Supervisor or Academic Supervisor, whose signature is to warrant that the entrant falls within the appropriate category of entrant. If the entrant is submitting an essay under (d), having completed the BPTC in the past 5 years, entrants must submit the essay with a signature from their previous Academic Supervisor or Tutor from the BPTC course. If this is not possible, the entrant should contact LawReform@BarCouncil.org.uk with evidence that they completed the BPTC within the last 5 years with a copy of the entrant’s certificate showing completion of the BPTC.  

6. Prizes will only be awarded when the academic section is completed and the Bar Council has received an academic reference/certificate as appropriate in accordance with rule 5.  The Bar Council will contact the Academic/Pupil Supervisors of the prize winners to confirm that the applicant is eligible under rule 1 before any prize money is released to the winners.  

7. No person may submit more than one essay for each annual competition.  No person who has won any prize in a previous year of the competition may enter again.

8. The award winners grant the Bar Council the right to publish or reproduce at any time all or part of the award-winning entries.

9. Entrants cannot win more than one prize in any one year. The award of all or any of the prizes lies solely within the discretion of the judges. The judges’ decision will be final.

10. The deadline for the receipt of entries is 17:00 on Monday 11 October 2021 to
LawReform@BarCouncil.org.uk. Late entries will not be accepted. New versions of essay entries already submitted will not be accepted past the deadline.

11. Entrants may complete their form by filling in the fields by hand/on a computer.  The letters must be written block capitals.  The form must be signed (either by hand/electronically) by entrants and supervisors.

12. We will inform all entrants of whether they have been successful or unsuccessful.  Please note that we unfortunately do not have capacity to provide feedback on unsuccessful entries.  

13. Winners are entitled to refer to the achievement on their CV.
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14. It is anticipated that the prize-winners will be announced and prizes presented at the Annual Law Reform Lecture in November 2021.  

15. The decision of the Chair or a Vice-Chair of the Law Reform Committee of the Bar Council on the interpretation of these Rules will be final.

Plagiarism: Guidance and Penalty
Guidance
The Bar Council is concerned about the submission of plagiarised essays in its competition by a small minority of entrants. This Guidance is provided to prevent the submission of such essays.

The essay must be the sole creation and original work of the entrant. 

Entrants are expected already to be aware of any plagiarism guidance and policies of the academic and professional training institutions to which they currently belong or have belonged. The Bar Council’s guidance reproduces and adapts information from two such policies for the purposes of its Essay Competition. The Bar Council is grateful to both institutions for permission to do so. 

Plagiarism occurs where an entrant copies from any other source (published or unpublished) in an unauthorised manner and attempts to present that work as if it were the entrant’s own in order to obtain an unfair advantage. 

Examples of plagiarism include: 
• Submitting someone else’s work as your own. 
• Copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit. 
• Failing to put a quotation in quotation marks. 
• Giving misleading information about the source of a quotation. 
• Changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit. 
• Copying so many words from a source that it makes up the majority of your work, whether 
    you give credit or not. 
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Quotations from recognised sources are usually acceptable, but must be clearly acknowledged and a reference given for the source (i.e. sources must be cited). The following situations almost always require citation: 

• Whenever you use quotes. 
• Whenever you paraphrase. 
• Whenever you use an idea that someone else has already expressed. 
• Whenever you make specific reference to the work of another. 
• Whenever someone else’s work has been critical in developing your own ideas. 

In the case of any doubt, citation is recommended.

The Bar Council may proactively seek out instances of plagiarism, for example by the use of an electronic plagiarism detection system or service to scan submitted essays prior to their assessment. 

Penalty

Any entry which is found not to be the sole creation and original work of the entrant (“plagiarism”) will be disqualified from the Law Reform Essay Competition. 

Where plagiarism is found after the making of an award to the entrant, the entry will be disqualified and the entrant must return the award and any prize money to the Bar Council. The essay will be removed from the Bar Council website and the entrant must not refer to the award as one on their achievements (whether on their CV, personal website etc.). 

Whenever plagiarism is found in any essay submitted for the competition the Bar Council reserves the right in serious cases to report the matter to the entrant’s: 

1. Place of academic study.
2. Inn of Court (or intended Inn of Court).
3. Chambers (or intended chambers).
4. Relevant professional representative or regulatory body.
[image: ][image: ]Data Protection Notice

Who we are: The General Council of the Bar is the approved regulator of the Bar. It performs statutory functions in the public interest under the Legal Services Act 2007. 

Your personal data: We obtain your name and contact details, and those of your academic or pupil supervisor, along with your application and essay itself which may be identifiable in the broadest sense. This data is only processed for the administration of the essay competition as described below.  If you complete the Equal Opportunities Monitoring Form, provided that you send it separately to your application, we will aggregate (and so anonymise) the data as soon as possible and then delete your form and covering email.  We will complete this by 08 November 2021.

Our purposes for processing your data: We will process your personal data for the purposes of administering this essay competition and (in the case of successful entrants) publicising and promoting future such competitions. Our lawful basis for this processing is our performance of a public task, in accordance with our statutory functions under the Legal Services Act, which include the provision of initiatives to support prospective barristers in education and training and upon entry to the Bar. Please go to our privacy statement for more details. 

Retention of your data: We will retain all entrants’ applications for one year after the competition deadline and will then delete them permanently. Successful entrants’ data will be retained for five years after the deadline as follows: 1) winners’ names and entries will stay on our website to promote the competition, and 2) we may contact past winners to request (non-mandatory) participation in publicity materials. 

Should you have any questions about the use of your data as above, please contact LawReform@BarCouncil.org.uk or privacy@barcouncil.org.uk. 
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